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Adult leaders and coordinators: Please read this 
newsletter and share with members aged 13+, including 

leaders, Rangers, Young Leaders and older Guides. This will help us ensure that 
everyone understands the opportunities available and knows who to contact to 
find out more. 

The Girlguiding Hertfordshire Youth Opportunities team is here to support those members aged 
13+, but in addition we also support the leaders of these girls.  Following our last edition it was 
great to hear that we have had success with some peer educators.  If you missed this 
opportunity please don’t worry, we hope to have further opportunities for more this year or 
early next year.   

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Girlguiding has joined forces with DofE so you can complete this fantastic 
challenge as part of your guiding experience. For each level you need to 
undertake four sections; volunteering, physical, skills-development and an 
expedition. For the Gold level you will also need to take part in a residential 
event.    We have 23 girls registered across all 3 awards.  There are currently 
flexibilities in place for Covid which ensures the award is accessible for 
everyone whatever restrictions / disruption they face.  You can start Bronze 
when you enter Year 9 (even if you are still only 13 years old) 
DofE has three levels. 

• Bronze - for those aged 14 and over, or aged 13 and in the school 
year they turn 14. Takes at least six months to complete. 

• Silver - for those aged 15 and over, or aged 14 and in the school year they turn 15. Takes at least 12 months 
for direct entrants (those without Bronze Awards) to complete. 

• Gold - for those aged 16 and over. Takes at least 18 months for direct entrants (those without Silver Awards) 
to complete. 

You can decide which levels you complete and in what order, as long as you meet the minimum age requirement.  
The DofE programme operates in over 100 countries and is recognised by potential employers and universities as a 
mark of real personal development and achievement. The programme is balanced and develops you as a whole 
person - mind, body and soul - in an environment of social interaction and teamwork.  Activities within the DofE 
programme can also be matched with those you are already doing in guiding, so you can get more than one award 
for the challenges that you complete. 
 
Hertfordshire Girlguiding has regular training events including training days, an overnight DofE style camp and also 
offer  Bronze / Silver Practice events.  Anglia are running several Gold expeditions too.  The cost to register and start 
the award is £25.  Transferring your registration between different organisations (eg school / Scouts / Girlguiding) is 
very straightforward. If you are interested, or have any questions please contact Katie Wright, county Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Adviser on dofe@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk 

 
Queen’s Guide Award – Joy Grahame 
 
Further to the article, Queen's Guide award in last terms Youth Opportunities 
Newsletter, in response to the coronavirus pandemic, we have created a list of 
flexibilities for the Queen’s Guide award that candidates can utilise to make the 
award more achievable under the present circumstances. The full list can be found 
on the Girlguiding website’s Keep up your Queens Guide award page  
 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/our-badges-and-activities/badge-finder/bronze-dofe-award/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/our-badges-and-activities/badge-finder/silver-dofe-award/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/our-badges-and-activities/badge-finder/gold-dofe-award/
mailto:dofe@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/adventures-at-home/for-ages-14-18/keep-up-your-queens-guide-award/
https://www.girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk/


Walking Team - Alison Tuch, County Walking Adviser 
 
I’m delighted to report that as Covid restrictions have been relaxed, many walking 
activities have been able to restart, including monthly social walks, geocaching, 
outdoor first aid and DofE training. 
 
The Tokyo Olympics have ended with Team GB bringing home an awesome medal 
haul; an inspiration to us all. Our own Marathon Challenge is still open to everyone, 
members & non members and can be done from home right up to the end of the year. 
Just walk, run or use a wheelchair to complete 42km over as many sessions as it takes;2-3km a day soon adds up. 
You can carry on if you wish and earn the next 4 badges to make up the 5 Olympic rings. Check the Challenge Badges 
page on our website for details and how to order badges. 
 
Many of you are already involved and we’ve sold over 2500 badges so far which is fantastic and has exceeded our 
expectations., , All profits will be used to subsidise future walking events, including Mountain Experience, a training 
weekend for you in the Peak District. Sadly we cancelled this year due to Covid but if you’d like a taste of the 
mountains or navigation training ready for Peak Assault or DofE, then put 15-17 July 2022 in your diary now. 
 
Enjoy your walking and maybe join us for a social walk or some map reading skills help.  Follow us on the Herts 
Guides Walking Team Facebook page for more news of walking activities.  

 
Social Walks  To book please email walking@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk  
 
Sunday 10th October 10am – Moor Mill, Bricket Wood - 2 hour guided walk in Colne Valley & along the River Ver, for 
those aged 14+. Map reading skills help available  (please say if this is required  when booking). No charge 
Saturday 13th November – Devils’ Dyke & Nomansland – 2.5 hour guided walk. For those aged 14+. Map reading 
skills help available (please say if this is required when booking). No charge 

 
Young Leader Qualification - Update to registration process 
If a YL chooses to undertake the Young Leader Qualification, this should be 

communicated to the local commissioner by the Unit Leader. The local 

commissioner will record that the YL has started the qualification on GO by adding it 

and marking as ‘in progress’. Additional assistance, if required, can be found in the 

GO help files or requested from the County Membership Systems Coordinator.   

When a YL completes the Young Leader Qualification, it will need to be signed off by 

their local commissioner. The final sign off page (which includes their name, membership number, completion date 

and the name/signature of the commissioner who signed it off) will be sent by email or post to the County Young 

Leader adviser (YL@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk).   The YL adviser will review the completion and ask the county 

office to update the Young Leader’s GO record accordingly.  Badges/certificates will then be issued by the Adviser to 

the appropriate local adult leader/commissioner for presentation.   

 

Commonwealth Award  
Congratulations to Charlotte Fletcher Mason and Elizabeth Aird who have 
both completed their Commonwealth Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk/get-involved/challenge-badges/#marathon
https://www.girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk/get-involved/challenge-badges/#marathon
http://www.facebook.com/hertsguideswalkingteam
http://www.facebook.com/hertsguideswalkingteam
mailto:walking@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk
mailto:membershipsystems@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk
mailto:YL@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk


Stem Activities you might like to try: 
 

 
 



 
 
Other things to look out for: 
Further to these opportunities, and those you might hear about from your units and districts, please look out for: 
 
BBC Children in Need  
Girlguiding will again be partnering with BBC Children in Need, raising money for both charities. The BBC Children 
in Need appeal night will take place on Friday 12 November, so save the date! Details about the partnership and 
how you can get involved will be available very soon.  
 
Buzz About Anglia  
We continue to celebrate our region 50th Birthday, please promote the Bee A Leading Light focus and also the 
birthday card swap, plus the Amazzzing birthday party pack which was launched this month. Further details can be 
found on region’s website: “50th Birthday”. 
 
The Queen's Jubilee 2022 
Girlguiding have been afforded a special role in the Beacons ceremony aiming to have 70 guiding Beacons across the 
UK, one for each year of the Queen’s reign. Further details and how you might be able to be involved to follow.  

Our next edition, will be in the Spring term where we hope to have an International theme.   
Please send your ideas and articles to Catherine Farman, Hertfordshire Youth Opportunities 
Adviser via email to youthops@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk  
 

https://www.girlguiding-anglia.org.uk/?s=50th+Birthday
mailto:youthops@girlguidinghertfordshire.org.uk 

